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IOMP Honours Distinguished Medical Physicists
The 2009 Awards

The International Organisation for Medical Physics is delighted to announce the recipients of 2009 Awards. The Awards will be presented at the World Congress on Medical Physics and Biomedical Engineering, to be held at Munich, Germany, on September 7-12, 2009.
Marie Sklodowska-Curie Award: Professor Azam Niroomand-Rad, Ph.D., DSc.

The Harold Johns Medal: Dr. Madan Rehani, PhD.
IUPAP Young Scientist Award in Medical Physics: Dr. rer. nat. Leif Schröder, PhD
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Prof. Azam Niroomand-Rad is the immediate past President of the IOMP, former Director of Clinical Physics in the Department of Radiation Medicine  and retired Professor of Radiation Medicine at Georgetown University Medical Center, Washington D.C., USA. The award recognises the major contributions she has made to the field of medical physics and the international healthcare community through her activities in education and training, research and the advancement of the medical physics profession internationally. 

Prof. Niroomand-Rad has been very active over many years in a range of education, teaching and teaching programmes around the world as well as in her own institutions. She has been prominent in many professional organisations, including the IOMP where she was Chair of the Education and Training Committee, Vice-President of IOMP (2000-2003) and President of IOMP (2003-2006). She is dedicated to promoting and developing the medical physics profession, particularly in developing counties. Prof. Azam has published numerous articles and book chapters, and is Co-Inventor of a US Patent for designing a novel stereo tactic method for treatment of spine lesions. She has a distinguished research record, a major area of her research being in radiotherapy physics. She has received several awards in particular the prestigious “Award for Achievements in Medical Physics” from American Association of Physicists in Medicine in 2006.
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Protection of the Patients Unit of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).  He was previously Professor and Head of the Medical Physics Unit at the Cancer Hospital, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, India and Head of the WHO Collaborating Centre on Imaging Technology and Radiation Protection.

The award of the Harold Johns Medal recognises the major contributions he has made to the field of medical physics and to the international healthcare community, particularly through his contributions to international education. At the IAEA Dr. Rehani has responsibility for developing and directing multi-national projects on medical radiation protection, education and training and quality assurance activities in more than 60 countries of the world.
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Dr. Leif Schröder is currently Postdoctoral Research Fellow with Prof. Alexander Pines, Materials Sciences Division at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Berkeley, California.  As of July 2009, he will start a junior research group at the Leibniz Institute for Molecular Pharmacology, Berlin. His current research is high-sensitivity molecular imaging and spectroscopy using functionalized xenon biosensors. Previously he worked with Prof. Wolfhard Semmler and Prof. Peter Bachert at the Department of Medical Physics in Radiology, German Cancer Research Center, Heidelberg, Germany.

Leif Schröder is highly recognized by the international community for his research on biosensors in molecular magnetic resonance imaging and spectroscopy. Previous projects such as the quantum mechanical description of the hyperfine interaction in NMR spectra of muscle tissue were recognized with the Philips Research Prize of the German Society for Medical Physics. Recently, he was leading a team of researchers to implement new technologies for ultra-sensitive detection of xenon biosensors as a new type of NMR contrast agent.
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